Green action for change

Camden’s environmental sustainability plan (2011-2020) - Draft

Draft public consultation report
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1. Setting the scene 

1.1
This report presents the draft report on the responses received during public consultation on Green action for change, Camden’s draft new ten year environmental sustainability plan (the Plan).  

1.2 The consultation plan is provided in Appendix 1, and the draft report, pre-design, in Appendix 2.
1.3
Public consultation ran from January 20th to February 20th 2011.

1.4
We hope to launch the Plan in early May 2011.
Consultation approach 

1.5
A consultation questionnaire was included at the back of the draft Plan and has been made available separately as a word document. The questionnaire took a similar format to the application form for the Camden Communities Green Fund which was favourably received, with 90% of those completing it then feeding back positively about its accessibility.
1.6
Consultation activities included:
· Mailings via a range of 1,700 networks and channels spanning all sections of the community.

· An offer of bespoke approaches for harder to reach groups including community groups and other residents, organisations and schools.

· Co-ordination with consultation on the draft Camden Transport Strategy (CTS). 

· A special focus at the Second Camden Green Summit, 29th January 2011. 
1.7 In addition to the second summit, consultation sessions has been held or been scheduled with the following:

· Camden Climate Change Alliance Advisory Board

· Camden Community Empowerment Network Board (CEN)

· Somali Youth Centre

· Henna Asian Womens Group

· King’s Cross-Brunswick Neighbourhood Association
· African Physical Training Organisation

· Camden Bengali Residents Association (taking place on 26.02.11)

1.8 A total of 251 people participated in public consultation activities (see table overleaf).
	People


	Initiative



	112


	Second Camden Green Summit:

(comprising: 46 residents, 8 young people, 53 representatives 

 from community groups / organisations, 5 Members).



	118


	6 Community workshops



	   21


	Questionnaires and other written responses




1.9
The full consultation plan is provided in Appendix 1 and a summary of all comments received is included in Appendix 2. This section provides a summary of responses received and mirrors the headings used in the consultation questionnaire.
2. Summary of responses

Section 2: Proposed key issues and challenges 
Overview

2.1 There were no suggestions to remove any of the proposed key issues and challenges.  The vast majority of respondents’ suggestions sat within the proposed structure and format of the Plan, rather than suggesting any radical change to it. There was overall agreement to plan for the longer term by taking steps now.  Three issues recurred: (i) the need to help residents and others visualise the scale of the issues, (ii) how could individual actions contribute towards the borough targets and (iii) that the long term carbon reduction targets seem ambitious and may be difficult to achieve, whereas the waste and recycling targets do not seem ambitious enough. There was acceptance that all targets require all sectors to ‘do their bit’.  There were also suggestions for Camden to continually welcome innovative ideas by providing opportunities to make them in accessible forums and networks.
Are these the right issues?
2.2 Whilst there was overall agreement with the proposed issues, one respondent suggested having sections on energy saving and food and merging the carbon emission focus with air quality to create a pollution section and enhancing the recycling and re-use scope.  Some respondents prioritised reducing Camden’s carbon emissions, managing and reducing waste and improving air quality over other issues.

Are the indicators and targets appropriate?

2.3 From the summit, questionnaire and community workshops, a common point of discussion was that the boroughwide carbon reduction targets are ambitious and household waste reduction targets are not ambitious enough.  The Camden Climate Change Alliance Advisory Board also suggested that there could be value in developing targets with organisational waste alongside household targets and that organisations could demonstrate the direct action they currently and could take to contribute towards boroughwide carbon emission reduction targets.   Other recurring comments included the need to improve the link between the actions and the targets, by for example, illustrating how individuals, households and organisations could contribute towards borough targets.

Do you agree with the areas of focus? (e.g. for Adaptation: flooding and heatwaves)
2.4 Providing more information to continually demonstrate a cost conscious, evidence based approach to justify the focus of each action was commonly raised.  Several respondents noted the links between issues, and the importance of sharing information about how some organisations and groups have already taken responsibility and a leadership role to help others understand and address the issues.     

Section 3: Proposed actions
Overview 

2.5 There were no suggestions to remove any of the proposed actions.  The action chapter headings ‘Council leading by example’ and ‘Creating the foundations for success’ seemed to attract the most interest/comments.  
Common themes included continually demonstrating value for money and signposting to green service providers.  The Camden Climate Change Alliance Advisory Board suggested ‘taking responsibility’ could be perceived as a negative/patronising message and proposed ‘leadership’ as a better call to green action instead, although this did not recur elsewhere.  Other discussions included engaging diverse communities in green issues to encourage ownership and suggestions of the type of information that Camden that could provide: (i) funding opportunities, (ii) sign-post to or create ‘how to’ guides (iii) share learning by publishing case-studies of green action.

Are the proposed actions right?

2.6 Some respondents noted that the ‘Empowering Communities’ section has the least number of actions and that this should not diminish the importance of engaging communities to take green action.  Greater promotion of Camden’s green services and green work already underway by community groups was again noted to both help people access services, enable people to take more responsibility and to disseminate information.  Those in housing (social, private and council owned) also welcomed the actions focused on providing up-to-date information from the council about the most appropriate and cost-effective green measures available to them.  

Who should be involved?

2.7 All sectors taking responsibility for their own and boroughwide carbon emissions and environmental impact, together with greater collaboration amongst sectors, was a recurring theme.  The Camden Climate Change Alliance Advisory Board suggested greater collaborative working, outreach, and support for SMEs could also be useful, together with networking around specific issues, such as joining up procurement amongst organisations to make the best use of resources and creating an action based ‘Green start-up pack’ for organisations.  The importance of schools taking a leading role, through curriculum work and transferral of learning into homes was also frequently discussed.

How can the council support each sector?

2.8 Recurring comments included disseminating up-to-date information, training and guidance and promoting low carbon buildings to show case green technologies to others. 

How can people contribute?

2.9 The Camden Community Empowerment Network (CEN) suggested working with existing green groups to engage others and co-deliver.  There was enthusiasm for creating a network of green champions to build upon existing, use community facilities to share green information, create opportunities for residents to enhance green skills by volunteering and to share information with others.  


3. Next steps
3.1 All of the comments made at the second summit and elsewhere during the consultation period will be considered carefully in the development of the final version of Green action for change, which we hope to publish during spring 2011.
4. Contact information
4.1 If you would like information about our green services, or if you would like to make suggestions or to share your ideas, please contact:
Email: 
smallsteps@camden.gov.uk
Telephone:
020 7974 3134 
Website:
www.camden.gov.uk/smallsteps 

Post:

Small steps 



Camden Council



4th Floor, Camden Town Hall Extension
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Argyle Street
WC1H 8EQ
Appendix 1 - Consultation plan 

· Offered contact to 1,700 diverse community groups and channels - below those who accepted our offer:

	No.
	Date
	Event / action and focus
	Contact levels
	Comments

	1
	01.12.10
	Second Camden Green Summit – booking opens and press release
	Online
	· www.camden.gov.uk/greensummit

	2
	02.12.10


	Email and postal mail out advising of summit booking opening


	1,700
	· Warm contacts (CINDEX, incl. TRAs and those who received a green intervention / contact previously).

· Camden Talks
· www.camden.gov.uk 

	3
	13.01.11
	CNJ Coverage of Camden Communities Green Fund and second Summit
	Readership
	· Example of green action

	4
	13.01.11
	Camden Sustainability Partnership Board 
	Board
	· Pre consultation draft

	5
	20.01.11
	Green action for change consultation page published
	Online
	www.camden.gov.uk/greenaction

	6
	20.01.11


	Email and postal mail out advise of consultation opening


	1,700
	· Warm contacts (CINDEX, incl. TRAs and those who received a green intervention / contact previously).

· Camden Talks
· www.camden.gov.uk

	7
	20.01.11
	CamdenCAN network
	1,600
	· External network of green and other community groups

	8
	21.01.11
	Email out to CCCA members and others
	300
	www.betterclimateforcamden.org


	9
	29.01.11
	Second Camden Green Summit
	110
	·  Maria Fidelis School, near Euston Station

	10
	02.02.11
	Somali Youth Centre, consultation workshop
	10
	· 16 to 20 year old males

	11
	07.02.11
	Henna Asian Womens Group, consultation workshop
	17
	· Translation provided 

	12
	07.02.11
	CCCA advisory board workshop
	10
	· Feedback from organisations (large and SME)

	13
	09.02.11
	Meeting with KXB Neighbourhood Centre – Chinese Community Officer 
	1
	· Feedback and longer-term involvement 

	14
	11.02.11
	Dissemination to VAC networks via their newsletter
	1,600
	· Contacting VCS groups, networks and channels 

	15
	11.02.11
	Small Steps newsletter out to contacts
	1,700
	· Residents who have made green promises or requested to receive green information.

	16
	15.02.11
	Camden Community Empowerment Network 
	10
	· Involvement of VCS groups and networks

	17
	16.02.11
	Camden Environmental Education Network (CEEN) – No participants 
	0
	· Consultation workshop for young people and boroughwide practioners working with schools

	18
	19.02.11
	Congolese and Angolese residents
	20
	· African Physical Training Organisation: for residents established, newly arrived, displaced. 

	19
	21.02.11
	C&E Scrutiny Committee
	Members
	· Summary of comments received during the consultation of Green action for change, Camden’s draft new ten year environmental sustainability plan

	20
	26.02.11
	Camden Bengali Residents Association
	60
	· Consultation workshop

	21
	 01.03.11
	Camden Sustainability Partnership Board
	 Board
	· Green action for change consultation response summary
 


Appendix 2 – All comments received 

	1.  Reducing Camden’s carbon emissions

	Are these the right issues?
	Are the indicators / targets appropriate?
	Do you agree with the areas of focus for each issue?
	Proposed change

	· Yes

· Yes

· Yes
· Welcome support and actions for organisations - encourage organisations to do more.

· Involve young people. 

· More about panels, solid wall insulation, district heating, energy meters. 

· Some of Camden’s older houses are difficult to reduce carbon. 
· Valid aim. If Camden is serious about its environmental sustainability plan, biodiversity plan, green corridors, reduction of flood risks and ultimately to have carbon emissions reduced, including the reduction of the use of perishable resources, it has to be tough and stop indulging in allowing Planning permissions (such as basements and extensions) that increase areas that are highly wasteful in terms of heating, air conditioning, use of water that even if they pass the Building Control inspections,  they are far from reducing sufficiently the negative effects that they create.
	· Yes
· Yes
· Yes, though adjustment may be needed over time
· Long term carbon reduction target seems ambitious? What counts?

· Ensure these targets are considered for new buildings and existing infrastructure.

· Encourage more sustainable transport.

· I am glad to see that Green action will be reviewed annually. 

· It is worrying that only 21% of commercial and industrial emissions are covered by the Climate Change alliance, when their emissions are so huge.40% by 2020 is appropriate yes but Camden Council and its consultants have used the National Grid decarbonisation estimates which are wildly unrealistic. Therefore I fail to see how Camden will achieve the target. I suggest a Plan B for what happens if the decarbonisation of the grid doesn’t happen as you hope it will.
· I also think that based on the current state of play in terms of rollout of Combined Heat and Power and heat grids across Camden that the second most significant part of your proposed solution doesn’t stack up. 
· reducing heat loss through ill fitting sash windows
· 40% by 2020 is appropriate yes but Camden Council and its consultants have used the National Grid decarbonisation estimates which are wildly unrealistic. Therefore I fail to see how Camden will achieve the target. I suggest a Plan B for what 
	· Yes

· Yes

· Yes, there is always room for improvement in every green action 
· Further promotion of issues and easy solutions, such as draught proofing or turning off the lights.

· Introduce more green spaces in urban spaces. 

· Work with local people

· Spend less on paperwork plans

· Advertise cavity wall programme 

· Would it not be possible to stop commercial shops from leaving their doors open during winter, could Camden not just outlaw it, so that all shops would have to comply. So that the shops that want to do the right thing don’t feel they are losing the competitive advantage by keeping their doors closed.

· Need to consider ‘road miles’ and journeys made by Camden residents outside Camden. 

· It is worrying that the carbon emissions due to products used in construction are not being taken into full account.
	· TBC.  Proposed approach:

· Note straightforward comments.

· Signpost other comments to relevant actions in Green action for change.
· Demonstrate where text or actions have been amended.

· Highlight where suggestions are outside of Camden’s direct control and signpost to others as required.


	· Yes, absolutely

· Yes
· I’d like to see the air quality and carbon emissions sections merged into a pollution section. Yes in the sense that carbon reductions are critically important but not if this is a public-facing strategy seeking public engagement as nobody thinks in terms of CO2. People understand pollution and they understand energy/money 

· The key goals should include reducing NO2 and PM10 levels to comply with obligatory targets. 
· Wasteful district heating systems must be overhauled. Need to develop renewable energy possibilities, eg organic waste-to-energy. 
· Seek out more opportunities like the UKCMRI district heating for the area around The paragraphs related to embodied emissions and the rebound effect much appreciated.

Some tangibles examples would further help understanding what is at stake. For instance, we recommend the Council refer to the 2006 
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	    happens if the decarbonisation of the grid doesn’t. happen as you hope it will.  I also think that based on the current state of play in terms of rollout of Combined Heat and Power and heat grids across Camden that the second most significant part of your proposed solution doesn’t stack up.
· No – the targets are too high,  are not cost-effective and will not be achieved. Eg carbon emissions 40% by 2020 • 80% by 2050
· Very ambitious, possibly overly so
· As far as I can see at the present time. 
· Thanks to this research, one could say that the purchase of a new vehicle releases as much CO2 as driving 25,000 km with an old car.  That’s assuming a manufacturing and retail footprint of 5t CO2 compared to driving an existing car emitting 200g CO2/km (well to wheel).  Alternative sources would estimate the carbon footprint of the industrial process at a much higher level: 7.2 t CO2 per £10,000 spent (source: How Bad Are Bananas?  The Carbon Footprint of Everything by Mike Berners-Lee quoted in Guardian in Sept. 2010).
· Yes in the sense that carbon reductions are critically important but not if this is a public-facing strategy seeking public engagement as nobody thinks in terms of CO2. People understand pollution and they understand energy/money saving 
· Yes, although the most important is missing – see section 3
· Yes
· Yes, essential
· Very much so.
	·  This means we don’t have a true picture of total emissions

· No, I think you should create a new section called pollution and wrap in both air quality and carbon.  And I think you should have an energy saving section because people do want to save money, reduce their dependence on energy companies. 

· Need to include food miles and transport emissions. Also, reduce the need to travel through planning and service provision. 

· We also suggest the council can not only “raise awareness of these issues” (p8) concerning embodied emissions but should also actively seek to support residents’ low carbon purchasing choices e.g. through facilities such as ‘Give & Take’ days and re-use centres
· No, I think you should create a new section called pollution and wrap in both air quality and carbon.  And I think you should have an energy saving section because people do want to save money, reduce their dependence on energy companies
· Mostly but see issues comment Yes. Spend less time and money producing paperwork plans and  advertise the “Borough-wide cavity wall and loft insulation “Programmes” that few no exist and even fewer know how to get.
	 


	2.  Adapting to a changing climate

	Are these the right issues?
	Are the indicators / targets appropriate?
	Do you agree with the areas of focus for each issue?
	Proposed change

	· Support for more guidance about green roofs, green spaces, and to find more food growing sites.

· Promote water storage and less drainage needs, in homes and on roads and tackle flooding.

· Install water meters. 

· Advise people plant plants which require less watering

· Yes 

· Yes 

· Need to consider impact of extreme wind and extreme cold. 

· Water is scarce

· Valid aim

· I think more needs to be done on avoiding the change in the first place – mitigation, though of course adaptation is also very important
· Yes
· Yes 
· It does not currently. The issues for retrofitting of older offices, for example, have not been addressed.
· Educate people about air transport emissions. Invite Centre for Alternative Technology to present their Zero Carbon Britain report. Compare with DECC Pathways 2050.

· We notice that a great effort has been made to communicate on how dry South-East England actually is (p 9). We trust such comparisons will have an effect on behaviours.
· Should have focused on this years ago.

	· Ensure these actions are considered when making recommendations about planning applications.

· The Marmot Review and Public Health White paper (both attached) place further emphasis on the relationship between climate change/sustainability and health. Might be useful to mention these documents to help strengthen health position, especially as PH responsibilities will be moving to the LA.

· Planting of shrubs instead of flowers for less maintenance.
· Yes 
· Yes 
· Yes, though adjustment may be needed over time
· No. Planning policy needs to ensure that all new buildings are designed to minimise the need for mechanical plant, and for air-conditioning:
· Increase the storage capacity of stream and river beds to reduce surface water flooding. More open areas and less sealed pavements. Discourage residents from tarmacking over gardens. Plant additional trees, especially street trees so people can still walk in extreme heat.
· What indicators and targets? We should be setting targets for m2 of green roof/wall/surface added per year.

	· Can we use the ponds in Hampstead Heath?

· Working in partnership with Thames Water.

· Communicating with residents and young people more about this issues 

· Provide support to improve homes.

· Yes

· Yes 

· Yes, but particularly tree conservation needs to be the priority. 

· Need to increase ground surface permeability and natural water storage, river beds and vegetation. Street tree cover essential. 

· Implementation is challenge
· No. Again, planning is not addressing sustainability in terms of water run-off (basement building under gardens, for example). 
· We suggest that Camden should scope potential climate change adaptation projects along the lines of Mayesbrook
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.trrt.org.uk%2FCHttpHandler.ashx%3Fid%3D24864%26p%3D0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGoc_BQwA0Jj5wG_-teAEitsPpjGQ" \o "http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.trrt.org.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=24864&p=0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGoc_BQwA0Jj5wG_-teAEitsPpjGQ"  in Barking & Dagenham - the UK’s first ‘climate change park’.  Not 
	


	· Yes. Flooding - has the effect of allowing deep basements been investigated?
· Low priority
· Yes
· Yes

	· I agree
· Yes
· The highways resurfacing programme is not getting enough funding.
· In view of the economic problem it may take more time for adaption.
	only is this an exemplar of climate change adaptation, it also helps engage and inform local communities about climate change impacts.
· Yes but see issues comment
	

	3. Improving air quality 

	Are these the right issues?
	Are the indicators / targets appropriate?
	Do you agree with the areas of focus for each issue?
	Proposed change

	· Make people more aware of the issues such as the health effects, communicate what Camden’s doing and let residents know what they can do. 

· Provision of more electrical points for electric vehicles.

· I totally agree.

· Prevent unnecessary removal of trees. Replace where those have died or been. 

· Need to address worsening NO2 position. Impact of transport noise should be considered.

· Reduce cars

· Reduce speed limits 

· Real objectives
· Should be part of reduction in car use and move to less polluting vehicles

· Yes

· Right issue, wrong place.  I think you should create a new section called pollution and wrap in both air quality and carbon
· Several of Camden roads have become seriously congested.
· Make clear relationship between trees and green areas and absorption of CO2.  Plants also cool the air in summer through transpiration. 
· Yes
· On Air quality, p13, we would like to see a ban on greenwashing, starting with the Council’s own media. The illustration reads “zero emission vehicle” and “no air pollution”. As far as we know, electricity and hydrogen don’t come from clean power plants. Emissions are simply outsourced. On p14 and p18, the strategy reads “We have increased the number of clean vehicles in our fleet”. First, an increase in “share” would be more informative than an increase in “number”. Second, we wonder if “clean” is a suitable word or pure greenwash. On p14, the TravelFootprint initiative is mentioned but, unlike in the rest of the document, no hypertext link is embedded. This website is a great illustration of the principle of embedded emissions. Considering the shortage of public funds, we believe that existing tools must be used and deserve to be promoted, at least with a hyperlink! The Guardian Environment also points towards Camden’s analysis (links to the article

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2Fdatablog%2F2009%2Fsep%2F02%2Fcarbon-emissions-per-transport-type&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEXwV3zXImUcspMV3pJs2KtPGO12Q" \o "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2Fdatablog%2F2009%2Fsep%2F02%2Fcarbon-emissions-per-transport-type&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEXwV3zXImUcspMV3pJs2KtPGO12Q"  and the spreadsheet) 
· Agree it’s a key issue. Encourage electric cars.

· Right issue, wrong place.  I think you should create a new section called pollution and wrap in both air quality and carbon.
· Yes, Reducing road traffic most important try to cut down unnecessary journeys
· Yes
· The air quality in Camden is acceptable, I think.
· Yes
	· Encourage usage of sustainable or public transport to travel around the borough. 

· Plant more trees and encourage green spaces.

· Can we put in local regulations or incentives? 

· Not all with council powers.

· Create more pedestrian zones.

· Yes

· Spot checks on vehicle emissions should be restarted. 

· I think so

· Enforcement of clean engines, and prevention of idling by commercial vehicles, is ineffective.

· No, because you/we have few effective tools to improve air quality. We need to have more measuring stations and to make that information more available to the public. And in real time. But in terms of actions, until we can have some influence over diesel powered vehicles entering Camden I don’t see how you can effect real change.  Biomethane for council vehicles is great but there isn’t enough of it for all private vehicles. So we need to get tougher on polluters passing through Camden. 

· What indicators and targets? We should be setting targets for m2 of green roof/wall/surface added per year.
· No, because you/we have few effective tools to improve air quality. We need to have more measuring stations and to make that information more available to the public. And in real time. But in terms of actions, until we can have some influence over diesel powered vehicles entering Camden I don’t see how you can effect real change. Biomethane for council vehicles is great but there isn’t enough of it for all private vehicles. So we need to get tougher on polluters passing through Camden.
· Yes 
· Not something within your powers to control. Eg electric taxis and buses.
· Greater effort required.
	· Particularly agree with associated links to reduce road traffic by promoting electric cars and eco driving, do something about taxis.

· Alternative freight options such as canals, or reduce deliveries. 

· Seek new innovation such as local rickshaws or manufacturing our own bio diesel. 

· Yes

· Yes, but problems for us personally because only use own car to travel outside London

· No – they don’t really address the problem.

· There are roads on which traffic controls measures should be made. No mention of spot checks of vehicle emissions. 

· Yes but there seem to be no metrics which I fear means not enough will get done.

· No – they don’t really address the problem. 

· Yes but see issues comment 
· GLA not Camden
	

	4. Managing and reducing waste 

	Are these the right issues?
	Are the indicators / targets appropriate?
	Do you agree with the areas of focus for each issue?
	Proposed change

	· There should be more information out there on how to deal with and reduce waste.

· Aim to reduce recycling waste by requesting less packaging. People should buy more fresh food. 

· I totally agree.

· Yes

· Construction and demolition waste overlooked largest component. 

· Do something about promotion around sell by dates and supermarket food waste

· Hot weather, increase of rubbish and dog smells

· Recycling bins not cleared, makes the environment dirty

· Real objectives

· Of course important – very much welcome increased recycling facilities.  Do cut out the twice weekly collections of rubbish – I’m only putting out every two weeks now

· Yes

· I’d like to see the waste section turned into something much more positive like reuse and recycling. No – we should be talking more positively about Reuse and Recycling. Waste is old speak. 
· Communication about recycling has deteriorated in recent years.
· Need to educate people about difference between organic and inert waste.  MUST understand why essential to separate and keep organic out of landfills. MUST make clear that separation and careful recycling can boos Council coffers and effectively lower Council Tax
· London is plagued with a take-away culture which essentially relies on disposable cups and cutlery. These items are never recycled and tend to quickly fill up public bins. Residents also find these items dumped in their recycling bags or food waste caddies. Businesses such as the Camden Lock Market orange juice street stall don’t even accept or collect items if their customers try to return them.
· Agree it’s a key issue
· No – we should be talking more positively about Reuse and Recycling. Waste is old speak. 

· Yes very important. Please give us confidence that recycling is being undertaken and not being thrown away 
· To nurture our Natural resourses and reduce carbon emissions and waste. There is no greater incentive to nurture natural resourses than getting in touch with them and benifit from them via food growing. Food growing also activly sequesters carbon as compost is put into the ground. It is estimated that one acre of well tended compost enriched soil can absorb five tons of carbon per year to build up top soil. This is equivalent to over fifteen tons of sequestered CO2 per acre per year. Food growing then can activly absorb carbon which is much better than mearly reducing emissions. Waste is of course also reduced as green waste is composted and put back into the soil.

· Yes
· Vital
· Yes, a separate fund for the sale of waste should be retained for future use.

	·  Targets are too low and not ambitious enough.

· Can we do more to reduce commercial waste such as reducing packaging? 

· Need to promote impact of current recycling work to help shape any next steps. 

· Necessary to keep revising annually for better targets

· More supervision of sites needed, much rubbish left at pints. 

· Targets don’t seem to be enough to ensure statutory compliance. 

· I think so

· We need more data on what happens to the recycled waste to encourage people to see recycling as worthwhile

· No

· Are the figures for raw waste? We need to see residual waste figures too. 
· The 10% decrease in residual household waste in more than 10 years is an extremely conservative target. As a share of total household waste, this is a shift of 7 percentage points in 10 years! This means that residual waste would still account for 461kg /household /yr in 2020. Defra

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.defra.gov.uk%2Fevidence%2Fstatistics%2Fenvironment%2Fwastats%2Fdownload%2Fmwb200910a.xls&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFLrce6zt2hsdHg4kCogz5a9OC4Gw" \o "http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/wastats/download/mwb200910a.xls&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFLrce6zt2hsdHg4kCogz5a9OC4Gw"  

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.defra.gov.uk%2Fevidence%2Fstatistics%2Fenvironment%2Fwastats%2Fdownload%2Fmwb200910a.xls&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFLrce6zt2hsdHg4kCogz5a9OC4Gw" \o "http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/wastats/download/mwb200910a.xls&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFLrce6zt2hsdHg4kCogz5a9OC4Gw" statistics (NI 191) for 2009/10 reveal that two London Boroughs are already beating this target: Tower Hamlets and Kensington & Chelsea. In England, 11 local authorities already stand below the 400kg threshold. Moreover, we noticed that households in Kingston upon Thames and Bexley recycle/compost close to 50% of their waste while the equivalent figure in Camden is 30%. Camden residents also recycle less than the national average, which is 40%. 
· We have noticed the success of the latest communication campaign “New Face”. Beside, Camden FoE’s 2010 survey showed strong interest from residents for better management of waste in the borough. It is not time to give up. These targets must reflect the ambitions of a progressive Borough, building on a recent success. Instead of a 37% recycling target, a 50% target would be more appropriate. Even better, a 60% recycling target would be in line with the latest Friends of the Earth campaign to halve households residual waste by 2020.
· No
· Yes
· Very ambitious again.  I believe that great efforts have to be made to analyse the current recyling effort.  Only then will it be clearer how to improve.

· Essentially yes, but it will change as each challenge takes place.
	·  Can we charge, incentivise or penalise residents who are not using recycling or its facilities effectively? 

· Improve collections and communal bins, and make the process easier, such as having a supermarket drop off scheme. 

· Make Regis Road more accessible.

· Where does our recycling go?

· Yes

· Commercial Waste is a problem due to potential rat problem. We now recycle most and have very little refuse collection.

· Table three unclear. Need to know composition of residual waste. 

· Yes

· Yes
· No
· No mention of recycling levels for construction and demolition waste, which is a big problem in Camden. 
We suggest Camden should support the creation of a club of responsible take-away merchants. Members would establish a charter, which would attract a grant (justified by the reduced burden on street cleaning) or other form of support from the Council (publicity for instance). The charter would specify the use of compostable containers or provision of discounted drinks to customers who return/reuse their cups. We strongly support the removal of the second residual waste collection (p30).  We suggest savings from removing this service could be invested in enhancing recycling facilities/collections or improving access to re-use centres.
· Create a bonus scheme such as the one in Winchester. 
· No
· Yes but see issues comment
· More emphasis on efficient collection of waste – at the moment excessive manpower / vehicle / traffic congestion/ CO2 / fuel usage on multiple doorstep collections per week take a leaf from Westminster, Spain etc with on-street dumpsters.
· Yes
	 

	5. Enhancing biodiversity, improving green spaces and involvement in gardening and food growing 

	Are these the right issues?
	Are the indicators / targets appropriate?
	Do you agree with the areas of focus for each issue?
	Proposed change

	· Work with and promote organisations to others, like transition towns, the London Wildlife Trust and Kentish Town City Farm

· Lower priority in age of austerity 

· Is it possible to create new allotments as I understand there is a waiting list to join. 

· These aims are admirable, I hope they can be realised. 

· Make sure any new building development allow for green space. Provide more allotments. 
It says in your action plan that you will encourage garden owners to make their gardens wildlife friendly, how will this be done? I live in a conservation area in a row of listed buildings and yet the council seemed powerless when the owner of the 3 buildings next to me, cemented over the 3 entire gardens in 2008. Each garden covered 50 sq meters, where there had been earth, shrubs and environment good for wildlife now there is nothing. How is it that the council can control so much in a conservation area and yet be powerless to stop this. Also the added run off of rain as a consequence will be putting that much more pressure on the sewage systems and subsequently polluting the rivers.

· Most important part of the document. Needs significant strengthening. 

· Plant more trees

· Real objectives

· Very important
· Yes

· I’d like to see food become a section in its own right because I believe that this is the easiest and most fun way to engage residents on general sustainability issues. 

· Camdens activities have contributed to the decline of species, such as the contractors approach, removal of hedges and shrubs and the tree pruning programme. 
· Calthorpe Project is great way to involve people and children in plants and growing. - Encourage rainwater collection to water plants, wash outdoor surfaces and vehicles, and help prevent flooding.
· On p16, regarding tree planting, we anticipate the need for money and for space. We would like to inform the Council that we would strongly support a reallocation of space from residential parking to tree planting. The demand for parking could be down-sized through higher permit charges. These higher charges could be better accepted if they were allocated to a tree planting programme. We noticed a high share of unused private parking capacity in Bloomsbury, a fact which would support a reallocation of the public bays to more legitimate uses such as trees, waste collection, disabled parking and car clubs. The council should also develop a policy of productive planting in all parks, gardens and open spaces (including council estate communal gardens) that should include fruit trees, bee-friendly flowers and other species that benefit wildlife.
· Agree it’s a key issue.
· Yes but food should be a section in its own right because it’s the easiest and most fun way to get residents engaged with wider sustainability issues.

· Yes. However greater variety of animals needs care – not foxes they are not suitable in an urban environment 
· To achieve a better quality of life for ourselves and future generations. Nothing can enhance life like getting in touch with life as it grows and as it is consumed to sustain us through food growing. To mobilize people to take action and change their lifestyles.  As you will have seen, many at the green summit are passionate about food growing and mistified at its general exclusion from the plan. The action that mobilizes people most is food growing. It is in the forefront of the Transition Movement all across the globe.
· Low priority in an age of austerity 

· Nice to have but of a lower priority than the others
· This is dependant on massive funding and future planning.
	· Map and use empty spaces, or encourage land share. 

· Encourage more food growing and composting.

· Plant more trees and more wildlife friendly, and perhaps low maintenance plants.

· Focused actions on Food.

· Encourage more people to enjoy open spaces and get more exercise and grow their own fresh food. 

· Yes

· Yes

· Planning which privileges basement building under gardens, reducing private amenity space to little more than a roof terrace undermines this excellent objective.
· Yes but the bar has been set far too low.
· Have not heard of any programmes to encourage RW collection
· Yes but the bar has been set far too low.
· Yes
· Spend less
· In terms of target, how will the work be controlled and improved?
	· Ensure estate caretakers are informed, and use less leaf blowing. 

· Encourage young people to care about biodiversity. 

· Educate more people and support community groups.

· Yes

· Please prevent residents asking for tree removal from council estate. Replace dead or stumped trees. 

· Important role of planning must be emphasised. Camden has obligation to enhance biodiversity. 

· Yes

· Yes
· Open spaces are crucial to improve sustainability and they should be given greater prominence.
· Yes
· Yes but see issues comment

· No

· Yes
	


Section 2: proposed actions

	1. The council leading by example

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· We need the council to lead by example.

· Important to share progress with others. 

· I think so and Camden should aim for this goal

· Yes
· Yes, recycling needs more encouragement, including food waste. 
· Switch off computers, not just monitors
· Communicate with communities – e.g. tell us about all the services you currently have. Information pack for homes on recycling and reducing waste

· Much of the public remains sceptical and in denial, so the Council will need to carry out a public information campaign to explain what they are doing and why

· Yes

· Bravo for kitchen waste caddies and separate organic waste collection.  Some places have not been informed of collection routines, eg New Calthorpe Estate   

· More draught proofing on social housing. 
· Green fleet excellent
· 90% of LBCamden emissions are from buildings, and only a portion of these are residential: need more action on institutional.

· Yes

· Not very important
· Careful control, results to be published widely.

	· . Local people should be informed about the council’s green work.

· The council and the community.

· All those of us who are fit and capable. 

· IT Dept 

· Councillors, officials, all employees

· Everyone

· TRA, Technology Strategy Board has funding for exemplar low-carbon retrofit, LBCamden should look for opportunities for roof-top PV to gain FITs
· Involve the private housing residents association and church organisations. 
	· What influence does Camden have on regulations/bans/taxes etc? 

· Promote work, especially on recycling as examples to others.

· Through Camden shares scheme throughout the borough.

· By consistent messages and clarity

· Make clear that recycling

can make money for the Council; good separation of organic and inert saves cost of separating mechanically or piping out methane from landfills. Publicise % recycled & any improvement. Council should retrofit all Camden municipal buildings as showpieces, using for presentations and studies about  non-residential low-carbon retrofit.

· By leadership with some finance.
	· Feed in ideas into plans.

· Critique spending.

· Camden should seek out the hidden assets of the residents.

· Concentrating first on their own waste, heating expenditure. 

· Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present

· Separate organic and inert waste. Separate recycling materials and take to separate collection bins (eg glass, aluminium)
· Buy signing up to activities proposed and pending.


	

	2. Creating the foundations for success – planning, infrastructure and capacity

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· Important to plan infrastructure to support food production. 

· Renewable fuel and options reviews on Camden stock, including play areas, allotments and biodiversity. 

· This is the council’s key role.

· Housing brought up to meet environmental green challenge.

· Yes
· Planning policies need to reflect importance of biodiversity and reducing need to travel. 
· Road works – reduce

· Noise pollution 

· I can only comment that they are not enough without you being quite tough first and foremost with the various Camden Departments that oversee other people's actions (residents, developers, businessmen) which the Council not only is expected to support, but are the very people, bodies that are supposed to contribute - it is not enough the Council being a leading example in is own house: you must actively create the foundation for successful planning not only infrastructure and capacity but insisting in imposing returns to every item that you can and are involved, such as controlling new additions or new work requiring Planning Permission, as this is an acceptable price to get home improvement, repairs to roofs, walls, windows, extensions in general

· I think so
· Yes
· The objectives for the investment programme is fine, but it makes no mention of the boroughs obligations.
· Need to stress that ALL paving, new and refurbished, should be carried out as sustainable drainage, eg set over a storm water attenuation soakaway.   This is needed to avoid run-off  causing flooding in locality or elsewhere  through overloaded storm drains

· Must nurture existing trees and seek opportunities to plant more (like Islington) – good for flood control, shade, oxygen levels and summer cooling through transpiration.

· Must review and overhaul district heating systems, and encourage users to monitor their own usage, preferably with individual meters.  Extremely wasteful systems must be upgraded as a priority. 
· Yes

· 12) This is certainly decentralized energy generation and one that uses the abundant raw material ( food waste ) in the environment. 13 )This project uses both the Feed In Tarrif and the renewable heat incentive. We plane to use the gas to produce electricity and the heat for food processing ( giving more employment ) 14) I certainly hope you will work with me to deliver this project. It would be much appreciated. 17) AD`s produce plant food. With lota of plants growing air quality improves 18) Again carbon rich soil absorbs surface water like nothing else and plants substantially help with summer overheating. Carbon rich AD plant food will help with this. 19) Help again. Mixed food growing sites are very bio-diverse. 21) Hope this AD plan is included here. 22) The KCCSC would find invaluable experiance helping build this AD plant. 28) Would certainly like to work with you to deliver this action in regards to the Kings Cross AD plan. 29) This project on delivery would be an exemplar not just in Camden but potentially globally.

· This is the council’s key role
· The --- must be light and not wasted by too many cooks. 

	· Developers and local communities.

· Residents.

· The environmental department and local residents

· All those of us who are fit and capable.

· Planning and forward strategy

· Councillors, officials, all employees
· Everyone
· Public to be educated on all these points must understand it is our privilege and responsibility to be caretakers of everyone’s environment. TRAs can be very effective in consultations. 1) Council  Works and repairs. 2) Council landscape designers and maintainers. 3)Council surveyors and heating engineers
· Apart from borough employees it would be beneficial if a rep from the public be involved.  
	· Consider conservation areas, heritage conservation and energy efficiency, how can we make this work? 

· Better value for money on Camden’s eco homes, and on building works such as double glazing. 

· Planning applications should include sustainability, and solar panel applications should be easier. 

· Use funding to help homes and businesses, including clear principles and guidelines or fund community scale anaerobic digestion.

· By supporting local residents to live and enjoy a healthier life. 

· By consistent messages and clarity
· Create more landscape / green area jobs for young people. Create more recycling jobs.
	· Take part in creative solutions, such as training community champions, demonstration projects, support the local green economy. 

· Let the council and local community groups know about your ideas.

· Greater unity between Camden and it’s residents.

· Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present
· The councils obligations to biodiversity should be included. Also, using planning to reduce the need for travel.
· By showing determination and commitment. 

	

	3. Empowering our communities

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· Support actions about providing advice and information

· Encourage and empower

· Section with the least number of actions, but the most important in terms of getting people involved.

· Information about sustainability should be more widely promoted outside of the website.

· Develop a programme of outreach for diverse communities.

· Through Camden shares scheme exchange of residents talents.

· I agree

· Encourage residents to recycle, increase delivery, make bags available. Discourage other dumping. 

· Outreach workers for each community, word of mouth

· Have posters in different languages

· Listen to minorities

· Go to Children, give them something to do. 
Promote energy efficiency more

· Communicate what’s available better

· There is no better way than to provide training in the community by creating special classes (day and evening) to help the residents to learn how they can help you and themselves.  You can promote advertising material, distributed through TV programmes, advertisements in cinemas and expect these to be shown free of charge and as a TV and cinemas contributions to counterbalance their constant production of CO2. You could reward people going beyond the call of your indicators and appropriate targets by reducing their tax contributions and let them feel they are empowered by their own concerns and activities.
· We need clear leadership and commitment in all Camden does
· Yes

· Promote the link between health and sustainability.
· Provide advice & information. Encourage not empower
· Bit waffly – what does this mean on the ground?
· Consider this to be left on hold until some operations wide matters discussed are digested put into action or held for change or adaptive. 

	· Everyone.

· Community organisers or green champions, workshops target groups, different communities working together.

· Businesses and community groups should work together. 

· Encourage the resident s to participate for mutual benefit. 

· Everyone

· Councillors, officials, all employees
· TRAs used to disseminate information. Support Alara / Transition Towns Kings Cross Anaerobic digester project. Smallsteps very much needed for encouragement, info and advice, but still no evidence of its existence.

	· Continue to involve Tenants Residents Associations and Local Estate Management Committees. 

· Identify more allotment, land share space and use tools to show the amount of waste we produce.

· Make it easier to understand what contribution I can make.

· Create and sustain long term relationships. 

· Road show showcasing the learning from the Camden Communities Green Funded groups. 

· More Camden Communities Green Funding.

· More publicity and tell communities about what we are doing and what’s going on.  

· Create networks, share information and engage people who are not currently involved, including a website for green events. 

· Use the green fair better. 

· Interaction in the community. 

· Reinforce fines for non compliance

· By consistent messages and clarity 
· Give tenants and residents individual meters for gas, as an incentive to save energy. There must be considerable sums which could be gained by re-engineering district heating plants, or even just lowering the temperatures slightly
	· Ask Tenants Residents Associations to promote and provide green training.

· Form social enterprises.

· Link in with new projects, build on exemplar activity and share learning.

· The Marmot Review also mentions sustainable forms of physical activity such as Green Gyms. Again, in the ‘How can residents contribute’ section of the plan, it might be worth including something on alternative more sustainable activities, such as our Green Gyms and Outdoor Gyms.

· Local neighbourhoods uniting to help each other. 

· Residents associations to promote

· Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present.
	

	4. Encouraging businesses, institutions and the voluntary community sector to take responsibility

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· Yes definitely

· Help green start ups and small businesses, create register, map and promote.  

· Look at engaging organisations through staff pressure and through stick methods. 

· Look at relationships between tenants and landlords. 

· Local businesses can offer support in return perhaps for council tax benefits.

· I agree

· show how they and everybody else with increased learning can help the Council to implement its role in reducing the elements that go against Camden achieving its Corporate Sustainability Plan.

· If Camden makes this stuff central to all they do, the message will get through.  Needs to be top down and bottom up
· Yes
· Encourage to join 10:10 and follow guidelines.  Tenant –Landlord issues very useful, also waste reduction advice is good.
· Yes
· Yes, definitely
· Consider this to be left on hold until some operations wide matters discussed are digested put into action or held for change or adaptive

	· Everyone.

· Bigger organisations should working with smaller organisations to help, advise and motivate.

· Businesses should offer help of a few hours or a venue.

· Councillors, officials, all employees  

	· Publish a green economy strategy.

· Remove barriers to action, and enable more community and business interaction on projects.

· Evaluate current methods and performance, and promote benefits.

· Encourage cooperation between big and small green businesses.

· Help green start ups and small businesses, create a register, map and promote.  

· By liaising throughout the borough.

· By consistent messages and clarity
	· Encourage local organisations to work with local community groups in areas.

· Many residents would be happy to help to improve the quality of life in Camden.

· Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present
	

	5. Encouraging schools and children and young people to take responsibility

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· Yes this is our future.

· Encourage but listen to schools and children, build this in to plan title.

· Encourage sustainable transport more, outdoor learning and promote the benefits of going green.

· Workshops in schools

· School buildings, multi functional 

· Encourage walk to school

· School buses

· Stop free travel for children

· Very important but need to reach parents too
· Yes
· More education around sustainability in schools. 
· Yes
· Yes, this is our future
· Consider this to be left on hold until some operations wide matters discussed are digested put into action or held for change or adaptive.  

	· One of the actions should focus on what children could do. 

· Involve and support the governors, teachers, teaching assistants, admin staff, students, children and local residents to help schools.

· As above plus all involved in schools and education

	· Set up a buddy system for best performing schools to be linked with schools that find it harder to practise sustainability. 

· Offer incentives and annual awards for schools, and provide an awards ceremony. 

· Increase communications and publicity, including creating links, sharing best practise and creating a buzz.


	· Join a local school based green group.

· Travel sustainability to and from school.

· Share learning on green issues in school with others outside of school.

· Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present

	

	6.  Improving homes and supporting households

	Are the proposed actions right?
	Who should be involved?
	How can the council support each sector?
	How can people contribute?
	Proposed change

	· Very important

· We need an exemplar house open to the public to see examples of green action we can all take.

· Housing improvement is a key issue.

· I agree

· We need an exemplar house which is open to the public, for visitors to learn and be inspired to take action. Homeowners are perhaps the largest group of residents by tenure and at the moment do not know where to see examples of what we are advising them to do, especially for them as well as tradepeople and professionals being able to visit during week days
· Older sash windows are a major source of heat loss in Camden. 
· Draft proof homes

· Warmer homes, double glazing

· Energy meter reader in homes

· Information packs for homes

· Houses need to be warmer, less damp, double glazing

· Getting the positive messages out – being warmer and saving more
· Yes
· Must develop guidelines for low-energy refurbishment of existing properties, both private and council-owned, eg recommended replacement for cold single-glazing, roof and floor insulation for sound as well as energy, pipe lagging. Draft-busting MUST be accompanied by careful look at ventilation in household to prevent mould growth – probably need to consider humidity-driven extract fans alongside
· Support private home owners should not include paying for improvements - give advice & encouragement
· Yes, especially with the many council homes in the borough
· Very important
	· Registered Social Landlords (RSLs)

· Homeowners

· Tenants

· Camden and specialist advice to achieve this as reasonably possible. 

· Council and Homeowners and RSLs
· As above, plus all Camden residents – public and private residents
· Everyone
· Consultation and feedback from TRAs
	· Provide residents in social housing with green information so that they can make their own decisions: e.g., about controls, how to draught proof, communal boilers, insulation, and use opportunities through maintenance and repairs to retrofit green measures.

· The council should provide clear information about simple low cost solutions, including linking in with landlords. 

· Provide green contractor details, encourage improvements when people are decorating and overcome the heritage barrier. 

· Provide green information packs for homes and others.

· Coordination between businesses to achieve.

· I strongly recommend that Camden supports an exemplar house where visitors can learn and be inspired to take action to save energy and CO2. Without inspiration we cannot expect homeowners and RSLs to take action. Costs can be modest and rewards great. See www.superhomes.org.uk.for  Local Authority examples in Woking, Leicester Sheffiels, St Neots and Manchester.
· By consistent messages and clarity
· Need to investigate why Council–led works are so many times more expensive than private works. Huge works campaigns are needed to upgrade social housing heating, insulation, windows, but the cost is prohibitive.  Leaseholders, who may be active campaigners for improvements, are then hit with an absurdly high  share of the cost.  Surley something can be done to streamline the overheads and tendering protocols which make these works so costly when on the contrary they should be providing economies of scale. LBCamden needs to take a public referendum on the proportions of concern for building conservation planning (20 staff) and building energy saving (1 member of staff)
	·  Contact landlord and council for advice and share ideas.

·  Send out information and gain confidence of residents and their cooperation.

·  An exemplar house can be operated by the community, for the community. It’s a simple way of helping homeowners to learn and take action
·  Encourage participation by the many local groups – who probably need to be working together rather better than at present
·  Providing information and helping the development of appropriate skills
	


Section 3: Other comments

· Requests to be kept up-to-date with developments.
· Consider population pressure issues.
· Finally, leaf blowers they are both air pollutants and noise pollutants. They have been proven to have been disturbing hibernating wildlife as they reach 85 decibels. Why can’t we ban them, we managed to garden without them for decades.

· Document too long.
· For households, achievable steps are very important if everyone is to be encouraged to take an active role. Over-ambitious plans and examples can be discouraging. 2: Commercial activities should be required to operate in more sustainable ways: for example, open shop doors should be discouraged, and fully open-able shop-fronts not given planning consent. 3: There should be a presumption against the grant of planning permission for air-conditioning in domestic buildings, and in most commercial buildings unless very special circumstances (laboratory work, for example) is involved.
· I think you should have an energy saving section because people do want to save money, reduce their dependence on energy companies etc. 
· My headline thoughts on the strategy itself and the consultation are that some of the section headings are pretty impenetrable and not as inspiring as they could be. At the moment the five pillars of the draft policy are: 1) Reducing carbon emissions; 2) Adapting to a changing climate; 3) Managing and reducing waste; 4) Improving air quality; 5) Enhancing biodiversity and green spaces. But almost nobody thinks in terms of CO2. So I’d like to see the air quality and carbon emissions sections merged into a pollution section. And I think you should have an energy saving section because people do want to save money, reduce their dependence on energy companies etc. I’d also like to see the waste section turned into something much more positive like reuse and recycling. Finally, I’d like to see food become a section in its own right because I believe that this is the easiest and most fun way to engage residents on general sustainability issues. So my six pillars would be: 1) Saving energy; 2) Reducing Pollution; 3) Adapting to climate change; 4) Increasing reuse and recycling; 5) Engaging with residents on food issues; 6) Enhancing biodiversity and green spaces.
· The report is very detailed covering a wide range of issues which must be addressed,  all of which arise from Human Activities. However there is not a single mention of savings to be made by NOT having a continuing increase in Population. When are we going to accept that we all live on a finite world and we cannot go on increasing. It is no use reducing our carbon footprint if we keep on increasing the number of feet. The aspiration to achieve a better quality of life for ourselves and future generations cannot be achieved whilst we allow the world’s resources to be exhausted by ever increasing population. For Camden’s Green Policy to have any worthwhile effect we must add to the Policy objectives,  that of - Our acceptance that we should not have more children,  than would replace us Adding this would meet Camden’s promise to lead by example.

· BTCV should be listed as a National Group at the end, as they do a lot of work towards maintaining and developing green spaces in Camden, and other programmes featured in the document. 
· Where you refer to schemes, eg cavity insulation, these should be boldly advertised on your website. Produce LESS paperwork – ie no posted letters about this and responses by an online questionnaire on your website – this method of response is crude in the extreme – your information technology needs to be more efficient.

· I feel most strongly about the recyling results in our borough.  The council has put a lot of money and effort into devising an excellent recyling programme with equipment and services.  What I don’t feel has been as successful is the uptake by residents.  I see a lot of boxes and equipment not being used at all which breaks my heart.  Worse still, they contribute to the mess in front gardens with not apparent use. I would suggest a lot of effort is put into finding out why people do not recycle.  Perhaps they are confused about it – certainly my elderly neighbour was willing but did not understand the leaflet he received.  Please try to work with improving the uptake of what we have before developing further plans.  Having green forums , for example, are all very well but it is largely the converted who attend them.  We need to reach the other 95%!!

· Would it not be possible to stop commercial shops from leaving their doors open during winter, could Camden not just outlaw it, so that all shops would have to comply. So that the shops that want to do the right thing dont feel they are losing the competitive advantage by keeping their doors closed.  It says in your action plan that you will encourage garden owners to make their gardens wildlife friendly, how will this be done? I live in a conservation area in a row of listed buildings and yet the council seemed powerless when the owner of the 3 buildings next to me, cemented over the 3 entire gardens in 2008. Each garden covered 50 sq meters, where there had been earth, shrubs and environment good for wildlife now there is nothing. How is it that the council can control so much in a conservation area and yet be powerless to stop this. Also the added run off of rain as a consequence will be putting that much more pressure on the sewage systems and subsequently polluting the rivers. Finally, leaf blowers they are both air pollutants and noise pollutants. They have been proven to have been disturbing hibernating wildlife as they reach 85 decibels. Why can’t we ban them, we managed to garden without them for decades.  I would recommend not publishing these things as long document
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