Somers Town Neighbourhood Planning Project

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

Neighbourhood Planning is included in the Localism Act which gained Royal assent in November 2011. The Act changes the planning system to allow people to develop their own local plans. The idea is that a Neighbourhood Plan will eventually be adopted into the local authority planning framework following a local referendum.
Why do we need a Neighbourhood Plan?

A Neighbourhood Plan is developed by local people to give them greater power and ownership over policies and plans that affect their local area. The community decide what they want to achieve in their area and set up a Neighbourhood Forum to guide the planning process.

What is a Neighbourhood Forum?

A Neighbourhood Forum is expected to be an unincorporated association or partnership that represents stakeholders in the neighbourhood. The group should be constituted and have at least 21 members. The Neighbourhood Forum will need to 
be approved by the local planning authority for a referendum to be called and the Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted. 

How does it affect you?

Somers Town Community Association started working with Voluntary Action Camden last September to set up a neighbourhood planning project. Since then people have been contributing their views and ideas about Somers Town through questionnaires, meetings and other planning activities. A Neighbourhood Forum is also being set up. This is made up of a number of working groups where people can get involved in aspects of the project that interest them most. 
The groups are all open to local people and so far include: 

Governance:  this group will develop the constitution for the forum and terms of reference.

Planning and development:  this group will look at Camden’s Local Development Framework and development opportunities and threats in the area e.g. High speed 2. Housing and environment issues will initially be included in this group.
Local economy, employment and training: important local priority which needs a strong strategy that links local people with local jobs and the benefits of development. Includes retail priorities like improving and expanding Chalton Street market and local shops.
Engagement, IT and outreach: this group will concentrate on getting people involved, keeping people informed, and gathering views and ideas.
Community safety:   this group will have a strong relationship with the local Safer Neighbourhood Panel. Resident’s priorities regarding crime, safety and anti-social behaviour can be developed and included in the neighbourhood plan through this group.

If you want more information, to get involved in one of the above groups or to set up a new group please contact:

Sarah Elie
Somers Town Community Centre

150 Ossulston Street  

London 

NW1 1EE
Tel: 020 7388 6088
Email: sarah@somerstown.org.uk 

Donna Turnbull
Voluntary Action Camden

293-299 Kentish Town Road

London 

NW5 2TJ

Tel: 020 7284 6567
dturnbull@vac.org.uk
Alex Charles
Voluntary Action Camden

293-299 Kentish Town Road

London 

NW5 2TJ

Tel: 020 7284 6562
Email: cenadministrator@vac.org.uk
