Notes on Somerstown Boundaries
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Parents

· British Library should be part and get more involved in the community as local library disappeared 20 years ago

· Consent in including Ampthill Estate (uses the CC) and Oakley Square but not Harington Sq.
· St Pancras station to be included (shopping, cash machines and transport). Also as residents were affected when station was built up.
· Camden station included as used for “walk to schools” and College St as boundary of Somerstown
· Harington Square is used by residents from Eversholt St.

· Disagreement on whether to include Euston Station. Some use it for shopping.

Bloomsbury resident / U5’s Drop-in parent
· Close connections with Somerstown for 20 years. He currently uses children’s facilities four times p/wk.

· Asked to be added to the mailing list for Bloomsbury’s group

Hillwood Centre
· Would include B Library to generate employment for local residents

· Need to prioritise work with elderly people

Camden Community and Police Consultative Group (CCPCG)
· Shopping in the station

· May include from Oakley Sq just down top of Chalton Street

Ex-councillor comments
· Dog’s feces a big problem in Coopers Lane area but do not want to make this a planning priority
· Plot 10 has an excellent exercise area

· Need more green areas but less dense

· Benches for elderly people

· The free loos in St Pancras are welcome but always have queues

Residents Group pm (4 male + 4 female)

· One person would not include Ampthill Estate as it is an “old place” part of Camden Town. 

· Most would include it particularly for youth activities

· Oakley Estate is huge so it would be good to set up a mtg with all of them

· One person not sure whether to include Oak Square
Residents group with Councillor Roger Robinson

· Some discussion about ward versus neighbourhood. Neighbourhood was not felt to be a reality by one resident who saw area as a hierarchy of block, estates and streets that were quite self contained.
· Ward and historic SRB area influenced discussion. However it was generally agreed that St Pancras was a different neighbourhood. The station had become part of Somerstown though because of the shopping and ATMs. 
· One person defined the neighbourhood as ‘where I know people and feel welcome’, which others generally agreed with.
Residents group plus St Pancras CA member

· South side of Somerstown CC described as the ‘quiet area’ due to prevalence of sheltered housing.

· It was felt that the neighbourhood had changed shape since St Pancras station had become a retail area. Shops felt to be unaffordable but handy (M&S) and there are ‘safe’ ATMs. Noted that people go in and out of the same entrance – don’t go through the station and out the other side.

Older people

· Ampthill Square and Harrington Square not really considered part of Somers Town by local residents

· Oakley Square is a different type of housing so wouldn’t include in the boundary

· British Library should be included as could bring influence, benefit and add credibility to the plan.

· Include station if it brings more power to the forum.

· Safety issues with muggings, purse pinching.  Need more police on the beat

· Group participants ages 85, 88, 89 and lived in Somers Town all their lives.  Their families have moved out of the area due to low prospects and inability to secure housing.  They would like to see families stay in the area.

· Traffic volume has increased.
Other comments open session

· Difference in living standards across the various estates and housing structures

· Mass inequality of housing in the area (council tenants believe housing associations get a better deal and vice versa)

· Need to address the inequalities between the various housing structures to bring community together

· Replace the good things which have been removed 

· Somers Town has not been treated well by previous councils, seen as a dumping ground

· Over-development in area
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