Neighbourhood Planning is included in the Localism Bill which is currently making its way through the Houses of Parliament. The Bill proposes changes to the planning system to allow people to develop their own local plans. The idea is that a Neighbourhood Plan will eventually be adopted into the local authority planning framework following a local referendum.

A Neighbourhood Plan is developed by local people to give them greater power and ownership over policies and plans that affect their local area. The community decide upon the neighbourhood boundaries, what they want the plan to achieve, and set up a Neighbourhood Forum to guide the process.

A Neighbourhood Forum is expected to be an unincorporated association or partnership that represents stakeholders in the neighbourhood. The group should be constituted and have at least 21 members. The Neighbourhood Forum will need to be approved by the local planning authority for a referendum to be called and the Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted. 

The Localism Bill is expected to become an Act of Parliament in the Autumn. Voluntary Action Camden (VAC) is working with local groups to test the concept and prepare a Camden Blueprint for Neighbourhood Planning. 

Neighbourhood Plans

· A plan for a neighbourhood driven by local people.

· Local people agree the neighbourhood or plan boundaries.

· The plan is guided by a neighbourhood forum or planning group.

· The plan does not only have to be about the built or physical environment.

Why have a neighbourhood plan?

· To improve the environment.

· For community safety.

· For better community relations.

· For greater social inclusion.

· To strengthen local economy.

· To improve local services.

· To develop or protect local assets.

· To identify opportunities and develop new community resources.

The neighbourhood forum or planning group

· Up to 21 members? Agreed constitution and membership.

· Representative of neighbourhood: resident population; local councillors; interest and community groups; business; institutions ……

· Credibility of group affects outcome and adoption of plan. The group needs to be approved by the Local Authority.

· Elected councillors can provide democratically accountable oversight.

· Council planners to provide advice and guidance (but will not necessarily be formal group members).

Neighbourhood planning and The Localism Bill

· Possible Royal Assent in autumn 2011.

· Neighbourhood planning is one aspect of Bill, but could be a vehicle for communities to explore other new ‘rights’ proposed e.g. to bid and to buy.

· Legislation will focus on councils playing an ‘enabling’ role?

· Neighbourhood plans will need to be in ‘general conformity’ with strategic plans like the Local Development Framework and The London Plan. 

