CCEN Camden Town notes on VCS activity for LSP
Castlehaven Community Association (CCA) is a key organisation serving residents in the middle of Camden Town. The association run a range of facilities and projects for local people including some of the only accessible and safe open spaces in the area. CCA work with the whole community (from Under 5s to over 90s), work with children and young people involves the participation of their families, and there is increasing demand for inter-generational work. Recent initiatives like a  Fashion Through the Ages competition, and recording sessions that combine ‘older’ words with contemporary music and vice versa, are encouraging more diversity in an environment dominated by youth culture. Camden Town’s youth culture is driven by tourism, and contrasts sharply with high levels of deprivation experienced by many young people living in the area. An important aspect of CCA’s work is creating more balance between the well-being of local residents and the wider environment. Ensuring, for example, that local young people excluded from commercial leisure opportunities by lack of money, employment or aspirations, are not isolated within their own community &/or environment. Local older people, on the other hand, are isolated by fear of drug & alcohol related antisocial behaviour and  the  lack of basic provision such as useful shops in their locality. CCA provide variety of opportunities for local young people including focussed work with those  identified as being  at risk  of crime, anti-social behaviour and exclusion  as well as more generic youth provision and a broad range of activities for older people. In conjunction with their mainstream activities CCA are currently holding alcohol free affordable Saturday Youth 'Club' nights and resourcing visits to local leisure and entertainment facilities. Despite the success of these initiatives their often short term funding have an impact on whether the residents involved are able to feel at home in their own neighbourhood

 
New Horizons Youth Centre (NHYC) has outreach workers in Camden Town working with the street population – sex work, substance misuse, homelessness. Clients have usually migrated to the area, many from the Kings Cross area. Over the past year staff have reported that whilst Camden Town continues to maintain a significant street population client numbers have stabilised rather than increased. NHYC works specifically with 16-21 year olds in Camden Town, providing education and support, and referring clients on to relevant drug agencies, accommodation and health care providers

CARAF give information, advice and support to black and other parents in Camden on social, educational and training issues that affect black children and their families. CARAF also run training workshops, provide counselling services, and run a playscheme and a supplementary school. The organisation report that racism is still rife in the area and there are divisions between different groups of youths. For example Somali youth will tend not to access youth activities currently provided. To increase provision and choice in the area Queens Crescent Community Centre are looking into opening one evening a week for young people, focussing on Somali young people.
Sahil Housing Asoociation work with the Somali community living in Camden Town, particularly women, older people and young people.  Sahil work with other housing associations but feel that greater integration is needed for their large numbers of Somali tenants who need support because of language and cultural isolation. This is particularly true of older people who need more culturally sensitive sheltered accommodation. Overcrowding also presents problems with young people who often face homelessness, exacerbated by the high level of unemployment within the Somali community, low skills levels and lack of educational / training support and youth provision. 
