CCEN Camden Town Seminar: Issues / points
Lack of opportunities for local residents

· Local facilities in day and night-time economy are for young people – but not local young people

· Despite a few streets of ‘affluence’ the local resident population is one of the most deprived in the borough. Not only contrasting with the few affluent residents, but also with the huge tourist population

· How much employment for local people is there? Is all the income from tourism leaking back out again? Perception that ‘the pound doesn’t even hit the ground’ in Camden Town

· The environment doesn’t lend itself to educational achievement. Relevant training for the local economy (eg. Kings X  centre) is needed

· Acute need for development for local people not further stretching of the night time economy

· Lack of useful shops and facilities for residents increases isolation, particularly for older residents

· It was felt that an audit of local employers who are employing local people would be useful 

Diversification

· Developments that encouraged an older age group were seen as a positive step, but older residents who can’t afford restaurants / clubs etc need to be encouraged to use the high street more

· It was felt that closure of Woolworths could provide opportunity but there is also a danger of increasing chain stores and destroying vibrancy

· It was felt that Camden Town is special but a better balance between uses is needed
· Encouraging a more ‘multi-aged’ character would have a calming effect

· It was agreed that it wasn’t possible to regain what Camden used to have, but succession could be managed to maintain uniqueness and include resident’s needs – planning enforcement and approaches were seen as key

· Planning was seen as an important tool, but to date was felt not to be used to appropriately – licensing policies not being enforced, roller shutters still in use, oversized display panels, use of commercial properties for the same type of business
· Questions were raised  about the future of remaining light industrial units (most were said to be on 6 month leases) – some of the most useful businesses / services for residents (eg. car maintenance) and more likely to create local jobs ‘that were better than McDonalds’

· High number of fast food outlets in the Stables were cited as an example of ‘saturation’. Wasn’t this development supposed to include community facilities?

· Councillors for Camden Town and Primrose Hill were mentioned as being supportive of resident’s plight

· Camden Town described as being full of invisible walls – dividing the haves and have-nots – particularly poignant in case of the high numbers of local young people  who often desire the lifestyle that Camden Town offers but have no access to it 
· The future of the Pirate Castle was discussed – what’s happening to it?

Anti-social behaviour

· It was felt that increased presence of community officers had made a difference to the area, having an impact on how older and younger local people felt about the area. It was also acknowledged that perceptions take a long time to change
· Safer Neighbourhoods Team were also cited as doing a good job in the area with outreach work etc

· It was suggested that Camden Town would be a good area to run a mentoring / shadowing project with the police / young people – based on a similar initiative in Berlin
· It was felt that more outreach work was needed with local young people at risk to engage

· It was felt that the drug problem was less prominent but the reasons were unclear – decrease in dealing / change of drugs (less paraphernalia being found in gardens etc) / more arrests

· Shops selling drugs paraphernalia were felt to give an impression of tolerance
· Litter from food outlets was an issue, particularly in the community  gardens as there was limited seating in the Stables where so much food is sold. Was noted that LBC are now helping with this

· Noise 7 nights a week was a big issue for local people and groups working with residents. Notably the impact continuous broken sleep has on health and educational achievement

· Older people using Castlehaven Centre won’t come to evening activities without an escort

Transport, parking and environment
· Parking is already oversubscribed by local residents, but after 6.30pm they are in danger of losing their parking spaces to visitors (it was noted that this is under review)

· After the tube shuts there is limited late transport for residents. Buses are scarce and taxi drivers are reluctant to pick up because of drunks
· Older people and single mothers are most likely to travel out of the area to find community activities but younger people are more territorial
· Street lighting, pavements and rainwater drainage were felt to need attention

· There were concerns about the Hawley Wharf development stretching the night-time economy into other areas and the impact of the development’s density

· It was felt that roller shutters on shops (especially with graffiti) made Camden Town feel like a New York ghetto at night

